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Product Launch Commercial Results

Fight Back with DensDeck® Roof Boards
Few elements are as damaging as water which is why every effort should be taken 
to avoid exposing any roof board to moisture before, during and after installation.(1)  
When moisture does attack, it’s important to consider how the cover board will hold 
up. In independent testing, ½” DensDeck® Prime Roof Boards absorbed 3 times less 
moisture than competitive ½” gypsum fiber boards in a standard 2-hour soak test.(2)

Beware of 
the hidden 
dangers of 
Moisture

Please note that moisture has a detrimental effect on all cover boards including DensDeck® Roof Boards and every effort should be taken to keep the 
boards dry before during and after installation.  Please visit densdeck.com for additional information on installation guidelines and product warranty.
*Testing conducted by Trinity Laboratory in Columbia, South Carolina and concluded on June 27, 2016.  Testing in accordance to ASTM C473 (Method B).
© 2017 Georgia-Pacific Gypsum LLC. DENSDECK and the Georgia-Pacific logo are trademarks owned by or licensed to Georgia-Pacific Gypsum LLC. 

1/2” DensDeck® Prime 1/2” Gypsum Fiber

29 (g)

92 (g)

Cover Board Weight Gained
2-Hour Soak Test*

50 (g)

100 (g)

Fight Back with DensDeck Roof Boards. 
Few elements in� ict greater damage to a roof assembly than moisture. That’s why it’s 
important to consider moisture resistance when choosing a cover board. In independent 
testing, 1/2” DensDeck Prime Roof Boards absorbed 3 times less moisture than 
competitive 1/2” gypsum � ber boards in a standard, 2-hour soak test*. To learn more 
about the performance of DensDeck Roof Boards, please visit densdeck.com 

BEWARE OF 
THE HIDDEN 
DANGERS OF 
MOISTUREMOISTURE

(1)   Please note that moisture has a detrimental effect on all cover boards, including DensDeck® Roof Boards. Damage or reduction in performance  
resulting from exposure to more than an incidental amount of moisture is NOT covered by the limited warranty for DensDeck® Roof Boards.   
Visit densdeck.com for additional information on installation guidelines and product warranty. 

(2)  Testing conducted by Trinity Laboratory in Columbia, South Carolina and concluded on June 27, 2016. Testing in accordance to ASTM C473-15
© 2017 Georgia-Pacific Gypsum LLC. DENSDECK and the Georgia-Pacific logo are trademarks owned by or licensed to Georgia-Pacific Gypsum LLC. 

1/2” DensDeck® Prime 1/2” Gypsum Fiber

29 (g)

92 (g)

Cover Board weight gained
 2-Hour Soak Test (2)

50 (g)

100 (g)

Our goal: boost educational awareness. Within 
just a few months after launch, the campaign  
accomplished exactly that. According to  
Professional Roofing magazine, the official 

publication of the National Roofing Contractors  
Association, GP garnered the highest  
readership response rating of any campaign  
in their publication.

kleberandassociates.com  | 01

Georgia-Pacific Gypsum Case Study 
DensDeck® Roof Boards

Situation 
Since Georgia-Pacific (GP) introduced its 
DensDeck® Prime Roof Board in 2000, the 
product has consistently gained market  
share to become the most trusted and  
durable roofing cover board in the industry.  
Its superior strength combined with exceptional 
fire- and moisture-resistance significantly  
increases a roofing system’s lifespan – no 
small achievement. 

Challenge 
Not wanting to rest on its laurels, GP  
challenged K&A to boost educational  
awareness of DensDeck’s long-term  
performance advantages over gypsum  
fiber boards. The assignment: to prove  
to architects, roofing consultants and  
contractors that DensDeck was the “no 
brainer” choice for premium roof boards. 
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Georgia-Pacific Gypsum Case Study 
DensDeck® Roof Boards

Approach 
K&A developed an overarching theme,  
“Real World Performance,” which focused on 
DensDeck Prime’s superior performance as  
it confronted a roof’s primary nemesis across 
its lifespan – moisture. Conceptually, the 
campaign incorporated bold, disruptive design 
elements that reinforced the messaging in a 
dramatic and unexpected fashion.

The campaign’s headline, “Beware of  
Moisture’s Hidden Dangers,” cited supporting  
claims that went well beyond standard 

laboratory trials. The messaging was backed 
by onsite testing that emphasized statistics 
on absorption rates, soak testing and flex 
strength after recovery – all crucial elements  
in roof longevity.

This research data was also prominently 
displayed in bold, three-dimensional graphics 
that adorned GP’s booth at the International 
Roofing Expo in Las Vegas. In addition,  
K&A developed an integrated media plan  
that included print advertising, tradeshow  
marketing, and a direct mail campaign.

Georgia-Pacific Gypsum DensDeckTM 

Under K&A’s theme, “Real World Performance,” 
the agency focused on DensDeck® Prime’s 
superior performance as it confronted a  
roof’s primary lifespan nemesis: moisture. 
Conceptually, the campaign provided  
bold, disruptive elements that saluted the 
messaging in a very dramatic fashion. 

Content-wise, the campaign’s heading,  
“Beware of Moisture’s Hidden Dangers,”  
cited supporting claims that went well  
beyond standard laboratory trials. Editors  
experienced interactive 3D stations  
that demonstrated DensDeck’s superior 
absorption rates, soak testing and flexural 
strength after recovery vs. the competition.

Georgia-Pacific Gypsum Roofing
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Product Launch Commercial

Georgia-Pacific Gypsum
IRE Cnference Booth

Georgia-Pacific Gypsum
IRE Cnference Booth



Results 
Within just a few months after launch,  
the campaign had significantly boosted  
educational awareness among industry  
target audiences. According to Professional 
Roofing magazine, the official publication  
of the National Roofing Contractors  
Association, K&A’s DensDeck ads garnered 
the highest readership response rating of  
any ad in their publication. 
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Georgia-Pacific Gypsum Case Study 
DensDeck® Roof Boards

in independent testing, 1/2” densdeck Prime roof Boards…

•   Initial (dry) flexural strength was over 60% stronger than  
gypsum fiber

•   Flexural strength was stronger wet (after 2-hour soak test)  
than gypsum fiber when dry

•   Flexural strength was 3.9X stronger than gypsum fiber after  
2-hour soak test

in independent testing, 1/2” densdeck Prime roof Boards…

•   Tested 63% stronger in flexural strength than ½”gypsum fiber  
after drying for 24-hours

•  Recovered all its flexural strength after drying

•  Recovered their flexural strength quicker than gypsum fiber

in independent testing, 1/2” densdeck Prime roof Board’s…

•    Absorbed water 3x slower than gypsum fiber after 2-hour  
soak test

•   Absorbed 68% less water than gypsum fiber after 2-hour  
soak test

•   Took 3 days to absorb the same amount of water gypsum 
fiber absorbed in just 2 hours

Roofing consultants surveyed ranked 
moisture second only to puncture in 
events that negatively impact the life  
span of a commercial roof assembly.

fight Back  
with densdeck® 
roof Boards

Moisture is never a good thing  
M oisture has a detrimental effect on all cover 
boards, including DensDeck® Roof Boards. 
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Cover Board absorbency by Volume  
2-Hour Soak Test

1/2” DensDeck® Prime 1/2” Gypsum Fiber

0.5

1.9

1 gal.

0 gal.

2 gal. tested by: 
Trinity Laboratory
Columbia, SC
June 27, 2016

in accordance to: 
ASTM C473-15

Calculation: 
Based on ½”,  
4’x4’ boards

research Conducted by: 
Ducker Worldwide
Troy, Michigan
Roofing Consultants’ Survey
October, 2016

Moisture’s impact on the Life span of a Commercial roof

Hail

Foot Traffic

Wind

Fire

Moisture

Puncture

 Never Rarely Sometimes  Often

flexural strength Comparison
Before & After 2-Hour Soak

1/2” DensDeck® Prime 1/2” Gypsum Fiber

544

138

802

479

900 lbf

400 lbf

0 lbf
Initial InitialWet Wet

tested by: 
Trinity Laboratory
Columbia, SC
June 27, 2016

in accordance to: 
ASTM C1177

Damage or reduction in performance resulting from exposure 
to more than an incidental amount of moisture is NOT covered 
by the limited warranty for DensDeck® Roof Boards.  

Visit densdeck.com for additional 
information on installation guidelines 
and product warranty.

flexural strength recovery

Dried faster and recovered 
strength faster than  
gypsum fiber

Absorbed water 3x
slower than 1/2”
gypsum fiber in  
2-hour soak 

Tested 4x stronger in 
flexural strength than 
gypsum fiber after 
2-hour soak

Recovered all of  
its flexural strength 
after drying

in independent testing,  
½” densdeck® Prime
roof Boards...

Beware of 
the hidden 

dangers of 
Moisture

Absorbed water 3x
slower than 1/2”
gypsum fiber in  
2-hour soak 

Tested 4x stronger in 
flexural strength than 
gypsum fiber after 
2-hour soak

Recovered all of  
its flexural strength 
after drying

in independent testing,  
½” densdeck® Prime
roof Boards...


